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BRANCH COUNTY COMMUNITY FOUNDATION

We promote and inspire community generosity and giving by bringing
together passionate people and resources in our collective efforts to
make an enduring difference in the community we love.

A prosperous, collaborative, and welcoming Branch County and Colon
community that promotes a strong sense of belonging and pride in its
residents and provides opportunities for all to grow and thrive.

To achieve our vision, we will be a proactive, collaborative, and
innovative community leader and partner in addressing community
needs and making Branch County and Colon places people want to
live, work, and visit.
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BRANCH COUNTY COMMUNITY FOUNDATION

As we reflect on the past year, we are filled with gratitude at the
remarkable progress we’'ve made together. In our small rural
communities, even the smallest victories create a ripple effect that can
transform lives and strengthen our bonds.

This annual report is not just a collection of numbers and
achievements but a testament to the powerful impact of our collective
efforts. Each success, no matter how modest it may seem, contributes
to a larger wave of positive change that enhances our community’s
vitality and resilience.

Your support and engagement have inspired us every step of the way.
We are deeply moved by the difference we have made together and are
more motivated than ever to continue our work with renewed vigor
and commitment.

Thank you for being an integral part of this journey. As we look ahead,
we are excited to build on our successes and continue to create
lasting, positive impacts in our beloved community.

Don Germann Erica Heminger
Board Chair Executive Director
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BRANCH COUNTY COMMUNITY FOUNDATION

Board Chair
Don Germann

Vice Chair
Josh Jones*

Secretary
Patti Miller

Treasurer
Keely Beemer

Directors
Salwa Alsuraimi
Elly Brewer (Youth)
Karmen Case*
Shari Deevers
Jeff Gallup
Karen Hargreave
Brian Miller
Jennifer Searls*
Janet Rucker (Youth)

*Indicates not pictured
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Executive Director
Erica Heminger

Development Associate
Veanna Sargent

Program Office & YAC Advisor
Ashli Vogler
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BRANCH COUNTY COMMUNITY FOUNDATION

Generous donors helped their communities though contributions to
funds that support education, child welfare, homeslessness, arts and
culture, emerging needs, and more.

Local nonprofit organizations working to meet the needs of Branch
County and Colon’s communities were supported through our grant
opportunities.

in grants and scholarships awarded to help build a better Branch
County and Colon.

ANNUAL REPORT 2023-2024






BRANCH COUNTY COMMUNITY FOUNDATION

From fostering community engagement to supporting local initiatives, YAC
was on the forefront of positive change in the Branch County and Colon
community in the 2023-2024 fiscal year.

A highlight of the year was the engagement with the community's younger
members through presentations to Sth-grade classrooms. This year, YAC
visited with the fifth-grade classes in Coldwater, Union City, and Bronson
School Districts. These sessions not only educated the students about
community philanthropy and YAC, but also empowered them to participate
in grant making, as each class chose a nonprofit to support with grant
funds. As a result, several organizations received much-needed financial
support, amplifying the impact of YAC's efforts.

YAC revamped its annual Christmas Shopping Event, embracing a more
personalized approach. Partnering with local schools, they identified
families in need and provided them with essentials and gifts, spreading joy
and alleviating financial burdens during the holiday season.

YAC's dedication to supporting local causes was further evident in their
grant allocations. From funding educational programs to facilitating
community events, their contributions totaled a remarkable $20,388.52,
leaving a lasting imprint on various organizations and initiatives.

YAC expanded their reach by providing hygiene kits to students across all of
Branch County and Colon. Partnering with local clinics and food pantries,
they ensured that essential supplies reached those in need, furthering their
mission of fostering inclusivity and support.

The 2023-2024 program year has been a testament to YAC's dedication to
community service and youth empowerment. With their collective efforts and
partnerships, they have made a tangible difference while laying the
groundwork for a brighter and more inclusive future in Branch County and
beyond.
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BRANCH COUNTY COMMUNITY FOUNDATION

The Coldwater Community Center, a Rey new asset for Branch County,
has recently completed its renovation thanks to support from the
Community Foundation. The Forever Fund and the Rice Family Fund
provided grants that helped finalize the transformation of the historic
former Putnam Funeral Home into a dynamic community hub.
Since its opening in 2024, the Coldwater Community Center has
become a center for community activities and services. Local nonprofit
Aira, which offers resources and counseling to non-English speaking
residents, is among the first to benefit from the new facilities. Aira’s
team, fluent in Arabic, Spanish, and Haitian Creole, provides essential
support to the county’s diverse population.

The Center aims to be Branch County’s "Third Place," a concept from
sociologist Ray Oldenburg referring to spaces where people connect
between home and work. By fostering inclusivity and community
engagement, the Coldwater Community Center embodies the spirit of
third places, offering a welcoming environment for social interaction
and relationship-building.

The Branch County Community Foundation is honored to support such
transformative projects and is excited to see the Coldwater
Community Center thrive as a space where all can experience a sense
of belonging.
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BRANCH COUNTY COMMUNITY FOUNDATION

BCCF provided a grant to the Branch District Library to increase
literacy and allow patrons to check out a variety of non-literature
items to increase their curiosity in a new hobby or remove a barrier
for a need.

The Branch District Library has launched a new program, Library of
Things, which allows BDL patrons to check out non-literature items to
allow them access to items for a new hobby, break barriers for when
items are in need, and create an environment for engagement. Some of
the most popular items offered in the Library of things are: Pickleball
Set, 6 in 1 Power station/car battery jumper, snow sleds, rock tumbler,
and a moving cart. The Library of Things is an important program for
community engagement by offering free tools and items for new
hobbies, making them accessible to everyone regardless of financial
means. This not only fosters creativity and lifelong learning but also
helps build a sense of community as individuals explore new interests
together.

A major draw for the Library of Things was the ability to buy Tonies,
an audio player for children. Tonies offer content for their youngest
readers with hours of storytelling, songs, mindfulness activities and
more. The addition of the Tonies from the Library of Things brings on-
demand, screen-free education to children.

The grant from the Branch County Community Foundation helped
alleviate the burden of the initial investment, bringing the unique and
necessary items to Branch County!
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BRANCH COUNTY COMMUNITY FOUNDATION

The Nola & George Cummings Family Foundation Fund has become
a beacon of support for Colon Community Schools since its
inception in 2018. Established by David and Joy Foster, in honor of
David’s cherished caretakers, Nola and George Cummings, this fund
has not only continued a legacy of giving but has also transformed
the educational experience for countless students in the Colon
community.

As a staff member of Colon Community Schools, Joy knows firsthand
the needs for both students and staff. From upgrading classroom
resources to supporting various school programs, the fund’s
contributions have made a tangible difference.

Since the fund’s establishment, it has been able to grant back
$129,745 to Colon Community Schools. These grants have been
pivotal in addressing both fundamental needs and enhancing
extracurricular activities, ensuring students have access to a well-
rounded education.

Jarrett Jordan received a grant for STEM supplies for her class.
“Students have been able to take hands-on learning to a new level.
They were working on the scientific method and these materials
were able to help the students with understanding the cause and
effect. Due to this, my pre-test and my post-test increased by 50%!”
Colon Jr/Sr High School students were also able to attend a trip to
Washington DC with grant funding. ‘The grant significantly
impacted Colon Jr/Sr High School by ensuring that financial
limitations did not prevent any students from participating in this
vital educational experience. It promoted inclusivity and equal
opportunity, fosters a sense of community and shared learning
amount students.”
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BRANCH COUNTY COMMUNITY FOUNDATION

The Branch County Community Foundation is dedicated to improving
the lives of all our community members and supporting the important
work of our local community partners. This year, funding for
significant renovations at local shelters exemplified this commitment.
At the Naomi Davis Shelter, operated by the Branch County Coalition
Against Domestic and Sexual Violence, BCCF funded new flooring that
has transformed the environment. Executive Director Kim Hemker
noted, “This made a beautiful impact on our agency.” The updated
space fosters a sense of worth and safety for clients as they navigate
their challenges.

Additionally, funding from the Youth Advisory Council supported
Family Promise in creating a family-centered shelter.

The renovations included a new dining room designed to encourage
family meals, which are linked to improved mental health and
resilience. With a warm, inviting atmosphere, these updates help
families feel valued and secure during their time in the shelter.
Lori LaBundy, Executive Director of Coldwater Housing Matters,
shared insights into the renovation: “Historically, homeless shelters
have been created for adults who also have children. Our renovation
project has been specifically focused to include family engagement
spaces that embrace the principles of trauma-informed design.”
Through these efforts, BCCF is not only able to provide essential
funding for our local homeless shelters, but also fostering dignity,
safety, and hope within the community.
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BRANCH COUNTY COMMUNITY FOUNDATION

Branch County Community Foundation is embedded in the work to
expand equal access to quality and affordable childcare to Branch
County. Southwest Michigan Region 8, led by Pulse at the W.E. Upjohn
Institute, has created a comprehensive roadmap plan with
recommendations on how to address key obstacles in childcare
accessibility across Branch County. Creating a local implementation
team in Branch County is crucial to leading the plan. The
implantation team for Branch County, led by BCCF, will focus on
several primary challenges identified in Branch County, including
addressing mindset barriers among community members unsure of
their role in addressing the childcare crisis, fostering collaboration
among economic, workforce, and community development sectors, and
overcoming resource gaps such as knowledge deficiencies, insufficient
funding, and inadequate physical space for childcare facilities.
Through strategic collaboration and community engagement, BCCF
aims to develop actionable strategies that will strengthen the local
childcare infrastructure, enhance access to high-quality childcare
services, and support the economic and social well-being of families
across Branch County.
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BRANCH COUNTY COMMUNITY FOUNDATION

In 2024, the Branch County Community Foundation proudly awarded
40 scholarships, totaling $62,500, to support students in their pursuit
of higher education. Our scholarship program holds special
significance, as many of these funds are established in memory of
individuals who have touched our lives. Families honor their loved
ones by creating scholarship funds, or individuals choose to leave a
legacy through their wills and trusts, ensuring that future generations
can access educational opportunities.

It is truly a privilege to help preserve the local legacies of these
individuals and families. We extend our heartfelt congratulations to
all the Community Foundation scholarship recipients!

We invite high school graduates and residents of our service area who
plan to attend accredited post-secondary institutions—including trade
schools, two-year colleges, community colleges, and four-year
universities—to apply for these valuable scholarships.
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BRANCH COUNTY COMMUNITY FOUNDATION

Donors can create named unrestricted funds to support the current and future
quality of life in our area and give the Community Foundation discretion to use the
annual income for a broad range of community projects that respond to changing
needs.

This type of fund allows donors to identify and support a broad charitable purpose

or category of interest, such as the arts, education, or a particular geographic area

in the Community Foundation’s service area. These funds are flexible and allow the

Community Foundation to meet emerging needs and opportunities in each interest
area.

With these funds, donors work with the Community Foundation by reviewing grant
proposals from the Community Foundation and by proposing grants to
organizations and projects they discover. Advised funds become unrestricted or
field-of-interest upon the death of the donor or at the end of a specified period.

Designated Funds are created to support one or more specified organizations that

the Donor names at the time the fund is established. Distributions from these funds

may provide general benefit to a particular organization or may be specified for a
specific program or project of the organization.

Agency Funds allow a charitable organization to establish a fund to provide for
their general financial support or for specific programs or projects the
organization sponsors.

The Community Foundation administers scholarship funds through one centralized

application process. Donors may contribute to the Community Scholarship Fund or,

with a minimum balance of $55,000, donors can create a separate named fund for
scholarships.
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BRANCH COUNTY COMMUNITY FOUNDATION

Gifts of cash are most popular for many people who make smaller contributions to the
Foundation. The cash gifts contributed each year help the community’s endowment
funds grow and allow the Community Foundation to expand our support to the
community through grants.

The Community Foundation gratefully accepts gifts of securities. If either public or
private securities have appreciated over time, the owner may incur substantial capital
gains taxes if the stock were sold outright. The donation of appreciated securities can
offer the donor attractive income tax benefits, including relief from capital gains tax

liability.

The Branch County Community Foundation can accept gifts of grain and other
commodities to local participating elevators to any fund held at the Branch County
Community Foundation. These gifts allow the donor to maximize the tax benefits while
supporting the causes they care most about. Donations can be directed to any fund,
including our unrestricted endowment.

If you are the age of 70 % , you can transfer up to $100,000 directly from your
individual retirement account (IRA) to the Branch County Community Foundation tax-
free. If you are 72 or older, this gift will count toward your required minimum
distribution. DAF’s are not qualified under this giving option.

Gifts of real estate can include homes, condominiums, apartments, undeveloped land,
farmland, and rental property. Such gifts may help the donor alleviate management
costs and responsibilities if the property were held, and capital gains tax and broker’s
fee if the property were sold. When you give gifts of real estate, the Community
Foundation in turn sells the property, and — depending on the amount — contributes
the proceeds to an existing fund of your choice or opens (or increases) your own fund
with the income from the sale. You receive a charitable tax deduction equal to the fair
market value of the property, and you pay no capital gains tax on the sale.

Many people are surprised to learn that their life insurance policies can become a
charitable gift. Normally, the need for life insurance protection lessens as an individual
grows older. Children are grown, self-supporting, and through college; the mortgage
has been paid; and an estate of other assets has been acquired. The insurance has
served its original purposes, and can become a gift to the Community Foundation
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BRANCH COUNTY COMMUNITY FOUNDATION

Altrusa International, Inc. of Branch
County

Anderson Charitable Gift Foundation
Angela Snyder

Larry Anstine

Apex Clean Energy Holdings, LLC
Alicia Marie & Nicholas Cody Arnold
Asama Coldwater Manufacturing
Jeanne Asher

Brian & Melanie Atherton

B & B Vending Machine Co.
Paul & Kathy Bair

Keith Baker

Warren & Robin Bartels
Alison Bassage

Becker Eye Care

Aaron Beemer

Roberta Benjamin
Ronald & Kay Bercaw
Jeanne Berg

Seth & Amber Berry
Shannon Bir

Andrew Blair

Melissa Blakely

Bruce & Melinda Bloom
Ann Boltz

Anette M. Booth

Carol G. Borden

Nancy Borden

L.K. Bosker

Bruce & Danelle Bowers
Clifford & Linda Bowers
Branch County Association of Realtors

Branch County Chapter of MARSP
Branch County United Way
James Brauker

Ray & Fran Bregger

Janet Breza

Bronson Community Schools
Barbara Brothers

Bucklin Family Dentistry

Diane Buckness

Judy Bushouse

Kattia M. Cabrera
Calvary Supply Integrated, LLC
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Patrick & Michele Cannon
Mary Carlisle

Caroline P. Lowe, CPA

Judith Carpenter

Wayne Case

Century Bank & Trust

Dr. Bosco & Lynda Chan

Gwen Chavez

Gwen Chavez

Dorothy Cherry

William & Sharon Chinery
Clemens Food Group LLC

Cliff & Sons Heating & Cooling
Joseph Closson

Kelsey Closson

Jill Cobb

Teresa Cohen

Coldwater Auto Service
Coldwater Board of Public Utilities
Coldwater Community Schools

Coldwater Kiwanis
Coldwater Noon Club

Coldwater On the Run
Coldwater Sweet Adelines
Becky Cole

Dennis Cole

Mr. James R. Cole

Marshall Cole

Mike & Sunny Cole

Mellissa Connin

Consumers Energy

Consumers Energy Foundation
Barbara Ann Contat

Hugh Epping & Deborah Cookingham
Daniel & Doreen Counterman
Cheryl Covell

David & Carol Coyle

Creative Web Designing Inc
Michael G. & Alice J. Crenshaw
Cummings Family Foundation
Aaron Cummings

Sharon Curtis

Damiron Truck Center
Amber Daniel
John Daniel

*INDICATES DECEASED



BRANCH COUNTY COMMUNITY FOUNDATION

Alan & Sharon Davenport
Nancy Davis

Clair Dean

Shari Deevers

Randy & Patty Degroot
Christine & Kenneth Delaney
Sharon DeMeester

Carl & Brenda Demlow
Daniel & Kimberly Derksen
Dennis & Jill Dirschell
John & Susan Dogan

Leo & Romaine Dollar

Early Bird Exchange Club
Jacob & Lisa Eby

Eden Bridge Foundation
John & Jan Eichel

Brian & Hillary Eley

Ken & Judy Elliott

Carrie Erlandson

James & Shirley Erlandson

Fair & Square Heating & Hair, LLC
Jack & Kathleen Ferguson
Samantha Ferry

Mary M. Fetters

Suzanne Fillmore

Charlene Fincham

Firehouse Clean Power Washing LLC
First Congregational Church

Joan Fisher

Jackie Foley

Janis Folts

Ashley Ford

Donna M. Ford

Dylan & Jodi Foster

Alan Fouty

James & Anne Freiburger

Rick Furney

Linda Galliers
Jeffrey Gallup
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John R. Gamby, Sr.

Erin Gannon

Wava Jean Gano

Juli Gary

Marcella K. Gates

Estelle Gaylord

Don & Sue Germann
Mareeda Gibson

Diane E. Godfrey

Ted & Cathy Gordon
Nicholas & Janice Grabowski
Monica L. Granger

Donald & Susan Grant
Donna Green

J. Renee Green

Ralph E. & Sue Ann Greenamyer
Marvin & Stefanie Grgurich
Daryl & Christina Griffith
Polly Grimmer

The Family of Steven Groholski
Michael & Pamela Gropp
Mary L. Guthrie

Mark Hacker Farms
Roger & Mary Hall
John & Julie Hamm
Laurie Hammond
Cathy Hansen

Barbara A. Hantz
Kandice Kielliszewski
Rachel Hard

Karen Hargreave
Marjorie Harris

Mary Haupt

Barbara Hefner-Parks
Ashley Hemker

Daniel & Marie Hemker
Tom & Kim Hemker
Ramona Hercules

Paul & Lorie Hershberger
Hidden Ponds Horse Rescue
Christine Hill-Melton
Patricia Himes-Fraley
Lois Hoffman

Chad Hook

Robert Hostetler
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BRANCH COUNTY COMMUNITY FOUNDATION

Jo Ann & Randy Houtz Longstreet Group, LLC
Joseph & Karen Hughes Joseph & Lisa Lopez
Shawn Hulin Roma Loveberry-Bishop
John & Maureen Hutchinson Jerry L. Lutterbeck

Cynthia Hutson

Denise MacArthur
Linda Ives Majaac Inc.
M.L. & R.E. Iveson William & Karen Malatinsky
Lynette Mallow
Marvin & Betty Malovey
Marble Chain of Lakes Improvement Assoc.

Teralee Jackson Chris, Joe, and Neusa Marils
Tim & Kris Jenkins Angela Marks

Ronald E. & Joy E. Johns
Nate Johnson
Joshua D. & Carrie L. Jones

Marshall Community Credit Union
Anne Marso

Brian Marteen

Fredrick & Linda Mason

Tom Matthew

Elisabeth Kelley Robert & Bridget Mayer
Tracy Kelley Tricia Mayer

Kellogg Community College Dennis O McCafferty

W.K. Kellogg Foundation Steffany McConn

Jeffrey & Kelly Kiersey Mary & Michael McConnell
Kiess Jewelry Michael & Mary McConnell
R. Scott & Carol Kirkpatrick Tiffany McDaniel

Jill Knaack Janet M. McDevitt

Thomas E. Kolassa Eastman & Kathryn McFadden
Marc R Kramer Charles & Patricia McGregor
Mary Jo Kranz Tonie McMaster

Michael & Cinda Meese
James & Christine Melton
Meraki Studio

Lake George Cottagers Association Richard & Kathleen Merrill
Douglas & Mary Lake Michael Neely Agency LLC
Dr. Edward Lake Donald & Karen Michael
Lancaster Glass Services Michigan Commercial Interiors LLC
Joseph Lavelline Michigan Gas Utilities
Lawrence & Deborah Pabian Amanda Miller

Amy Leeper Kevin & Patti Miller

David & Randi Lewis Robb & Beth Miller

Lillis & Jansen, P.C. Vickilee Miller

Charles & Jayne Lillis Wayne & Karen Miller
Jami L. Lind William Milnes

Linda Schroeder Kayla Monville

Paul & Cherri Lindsley Morgan Lisa

Jeff Longardner
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BRANCH COUNTY COMMUNITY FOUNDATION

Patricia Morrill Larry & Margaret Quick
Scott & Diane Morrison Quincy Community Schools
John Motz

Bob & Barb Mullally

Jan Murphy

Alan Rakocy
John Rakocy
John & Beth Rea

LeeAnne Nagle Stanley H. Reeder Jr. Irrevocable Trust
Denise Neeb Doug & Ann Reiter

Stephen & Barbara Niblock Mike & Lisa Renshaw

Nichols Accounting and Tax Service, LLC Bernadette Rieger

Arielle Norris Remus & Donna Rigg

Dale N. & Roberta J. Norton John & Faith Robertson

Michael F. & Ann M. Nowicki John Rohloff & Joan McKinnon

Marvin M. Rosenberg*
Royalty Fence & Deck, LLC
G. David Rubley

B di O'Dell
randt ¢ Steven & Christina Rutz

Trisha Odisher
John & Maria Ogden
Beverly Ohm
Kristin Oldenberg S & D Landscape and Irrigation
Juanita Oldfield Catherine A. Schaupp

Lyle & Joyce Otis Thomas & Clare Schmelzer
Mark A. & Janet Lee Ott Kathleen Shoesmith

Anne & Virginia Oxenrider Marvin & Julie Schneider

Scott Fair Insurance Agency, LLC
Michael & Charlene Searing

Stephen C. & Stephanie L. Paradine David & Selina Searing

Ron & Ruth Patch Jennifer Searls

Rick R. & Lynn M. Paul Krista Searls

Carly Payne Mr. & Mrs. D. Sharrard
Kristi Prelissier Michelle Sheppard

John Petzko Joan Shiery

Stephen & Marlene Phillips Zon R. Shumway

Phyllis Morrison Matthew & Kendra Siefken
Paul & Michele Plant Jill Sluyter

Keith & Pam Pohl Cynthia S. Smith

John & Billie Pollack
Briannah Porter
Nicholas Porter

William & Gerianne Post
Carrie Preston

Josephine Smith

Kimera Smith

Heather Sobek

Joseph & Susan Sobeske

Theresa Price Steven & La.ura. Soule

Michael & Diane Pridgeon Southern Michigan Bank & Trust

Curt R. & Ruth Proctor Sport Truck USA, Inc.

Kathy Proctor Nancy Sprow
Bernie Stankewicz
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BRANCH COUNTY COMMUNITY FOUNDATION

Darlene Starr

Janette Stephens Trust
Brian Stevens

Janice Storrs

Laurie A. Stout

Barry Strain

Norbert P. Strobel
Stryker Corporation
Timothy & Marha Stutzman
Super Liquor II
Gordon & Pat Swan
Neil & Teresa Sydor

Douglas & Jennifer Targgart
Rachel Tell

Kay Thomas

Catherine Thompson-Floyd
Donald H. Thrasher
Tibbits Opera Foundation
Renee Timar

Cork & Carol Tinervia
John & Erica Towers

Tracy A. Neely Agency, Inc.
Steven & Tracy Trall
Darcy and Jason Travelbee
Alfred & Melissa Tremblay
Rebecca M. Troust

Kelsie Truex

Union City Genealogical Society
Union Pallet

Barbara Vainner

Value Max Products LLC
William Price & Colleen Vance
Shirley & John C. Vandam

W. E. Upjohn Institute for Employment

Research
Warren & Sharon Wade
Lucinda Wakeman
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Walmart Foundation
Nathan Waterbury
Cynthia & Thomas Watson
Tara L & C Wayne Weaver
Amy Weber

David Weber

Larry Weikart

John Wellet

Richard L. Wendorf

John & Kristine West
Patrick West

William & Darlene West
Charles & Amy Whitaker
White Pigeon Rocket Football & Cheer
Sally Whitten

Gail Widener

Dennis & Marie Wilber
Lynn F. & Doreen L. Wilcox
Neil & Phyllis Wilcox
Francis & Wendi Williams
Helen Williams

Paul & Connie Winbigler
Brittany Wisman

Heather Wood

Kelley B. Wood

Dr. C. C. & Ann L. Wu

Bruce & Ruth Young

Mr. & Mrs. James C. Zabonick
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Anonymous

Mellissa Connin

Chad Hook

Eastman & Kathryn McFadden
John & Julie Hamm

Lois Hoffman

Estelle Gaylord

Janice Murphy

John & Beth Rea

John & Faith Robertson

Brian & Melanie Atherton
Barbara Brothers

Daniel & Kimberly Derksen
John & Jan Eichel

Carrie Erlandson

James & Shirley Erlandson
Joan Fisher

Donald & Susan Grant
Daryl & Christina Griffith
Roger & Mary Hall

Lisa Morgan

Stephen & Barbara Niblock
Juanita Oldfield

Marvin & Julie Schneider
Kathleen Shoesmith

Steven & Laura Soule

John & Kristine West
Patrick West

White Pigeon Rocket Football & Cheer

Catherine A. Schaupp

Ken & Judy Elliott
Marcella K. Gates

J. Renee Green

John R. Gamby, Sr.

Chris, Joe, & Neusa Marils

Diane E. Godfrey

Donald Thrasher
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BRANCH COUNTY COMMUNITY FOUNDATION

Joan Shiery

Jerry L. Luttberbeck

Patricia Morrill

Rick R. & Lynn M. Paul

Roma Loveberry-Bishop

William & Karen Malatinsky

Doug & Ann Reiter

Erin Gannon

Jill Sluyter

Robert & Bridget Mayer
Patricia Klein Shoemaker
Hal* & Lillian Creal
Marvin M. Rosenberg*
Marcelyn L. Labelle*

Dr. Raymond* Mary Jo Kranz
Colleen Knight

Donna Craun-Cowden
Suzanne Vozar

Kevin & Patti Miller

Gib & Vicki Leroque
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BRANCH COUNTY COMMUNITY FOUNDATION

Max Larsen Trust
Council of Michigan Foundations
Hal* & Lillian Creal

Thomas Bott Trust
Branch Hillsdale St. Joseph County Health Plan
Dan & Judy Dobson

Southern Michigan Bank & Trust
Richard L. Wendorf

Quincy Schools - Knirk Transfer
Colon Community Schools

Rand & Linda McNitt Irrevocable Trust

Phyllis Bronson

Estate of Joseph Bakle

Coldwater Township Sunrise Rotary Foundation
Lucile Burnside Estate

Glema Jones Trust

James* & Barbara Edgett

Dorothy Mannerow

Marcena W. Love

Naomi Hull Trust

Cummings Family Foundation
Bruce & Melinda Bloom

M. Marie Bettinger Emerson
Colon Foundation

Elmer & Doris Houghton
Patricia Shoemaker

Wava Jean GanoMax Larsen Trust
Council of Michigan Foundations
Hal* & Lillian Creal

Rolph Carlisle Charitable Trust
Cummings Family Foundation
Bronson Community Schools
Mary Jo Kranz

Dr. C. C. & Mrs. Ann Wu

John Broker

Michigan Association of Retired School Personnel
Marvin M. Rosenberg*

Rosella McLaughlin*

W.K. Kellogg Foundation

Eden Bridge Foundation

Asama Coldwater Manufacturing
Thomas E. Kolassa

John & Marguerite Kenyon Trust
G. David & Del Laura Rubley
Coldwater Kiwanis Club
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BRANCH COUNTY COMMUNITY FOUNDATION

Coldwater Kiwanis Club
Coldwater Rotary Club
Crotty Corporation

Kiwanis Club of Colon

Stanley H. Reeder Jr. Irrevocable Trust
Remus & Donna Rigg

Robert & Bridget Mayer

Special Events Income

Klein Investments

Century Bank & Trust

Sandra J. Rice

Walmart Foundation

Presbyterian Health Clinic of Branch County
Walter Otis*

Altrusa International of Branch County
Branch Intermediate School District

Dr. Mary R. Moore*

Gary & Lorinda Ratkowski

Bill Geiger

Branch Area Careers Center

James & Anne R. Freiburger

Jeffrey Schragg

Branch County Community Foundation
Branch County Coalition Against Domestic & Sexual Violence
D. Lynn & Carolyn Jo Mayer

Estate of Jerry Lee Motrton

Curt R. & Ruth Proctor

Max W. Benjamin Charitable Remainder Unitrust
Quincy Community Schools

Coldwater Exchange Club

Emory Sechrist Scholarship Trust

Colon Banking Center, a Division of Sturgis Bank &
Coldwater Cardinal Booster Club

Gonsala Cardenas

Jennifer Brown

Kevin & Patti Miller

Coldwater Township Sunrise Rotary Club

James* & Sandra Rice

Bronson High School Alumni Association

Midwest Optometry Group PLLC

Robert Corson Trust

Tom & Christine Tenney

Phillip* & Jeanette Sattler

Coldwater American Amateur Baseball Congress Feder
Gokoh Coldwater, Inc.
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BRANCH COUNTY COMMUNITY FOUNDATION

Coldwater Sunrise Rotary Projects
Wisconsin Public Service Foundation
Raymond & Cindy Gentz

Richard & Kathleen Merrill

Eugene* & Sharon Wallace

Jan Rhoade

Edward & Nancy Callahan*
Hillquist Family Foundation
Coldwater Board of Public Utilities
Ray & Fran Bregger

City of Coldwater

Monarch Community Bank

Janette Stephens Trust

G & W Display Fixtures

Steve & Mary Ann M. Dobson

Dr. Peter* & Mrs. Baldwin

John Teeter

Timothy & Martha Stutzman
Alliance Foods, Inc.

Quincy Rotary Club

Paul & Connie Winbigler

Golf Outing Entry Fees

Coldwater Downtown Development Authority
Consumers Energy Foundation
Lloyd & Vera Luce Trust Estate
Michigan State University
Memorial Donations

Mark A. & Janet Lee Ott

Mildred G. Hutchins

Larsen Unitrust

Altrusa International, Inc. of Branch County
Joe & Karen Gangerlona H. Robbins*
Dr. Bosco & Lynda Chan

Livonia Tool, Inc.

illiam & Patricia Shoemaker

Ted & Cathy Gordon

Dale & Roberta Norton

David & Sharon Bates

Sintered Metal Products, Inc.
Communities for Youth on the Edge of Success
Elizabeth Teeter

Paul & Kathy Bair

R. David Rumsey

Early Bird Exchange Club

Wayne & Christine Reese

Dr. Edward Lake

Charles* & Susan Morton

Bloom Farms, LLC

Donald Thrasher

Nancy Sprow
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Coldwater On the Run

ProMedica Coldwater Regional Hospital Foundation
Bruce & Ruth Young

Barry & Jo Ann Case

Charles & Jayne Lillis

James* & Janice* Koss

Branch County Great Start Collaborative

Gordon Bowerman Family

Anne Marso

Tibbits Opera Foundation & Arts CouncilMarcelyn LaBelle Knight*
Ted Schipper*

Alchem Aluminum, Inc.

Schipper Funeral Home LTD.

Raymond Pontoni

William Price & Colleen Vance

Wilbur* & Allie Hostetler

Clemens Family Corporation

Corporation for Supportive Housing

County Health Plan of Branch-Hillsdale-St. Joseph
Dennis & Jennifer Dafnis

Ricky L Gates

Robert & Linda Fenech

Ross D. & Marilyn L. Byers*

Vanguard, LLC

William Oates

Cash $492,914
Investments $9,365,544
Notes receivable $234,735
Other assets $4,500
Net assets $9,924,298

Accrued expenses $10,520
Agency liability $162,875
Total liability $173,395

Total $10,097,693
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As we conclude this year’s annual report, we hope you feel as inspired
as we do by the incredible work happening within our community.
Each accomplishment, partnership, and initiative shared here reflects
the collective efforts of individuals and organizations coming together
to create lasting, meaningful change.

We are proud of what has been achieved, but we also recognize that the
journey is ongoing. It is our shared commitment to one another that
propels us forward, and we invite you to join us in this continued
effort to make a difference. Together, we have the power to transform
lives, strengthen bonds, and build a future where every individual can
thrive.

Thank you for your support, your passion, and your belief in the
potential of our community. We look forward to all that we will

achieve in the years ahead.
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Branch County Community Foundation
2 W. Chicago St.
Suite E-1
Coldwater, MI 49036
517-278-4517
www.BrCoFoundation.org
Info@BrCoFoundation.org
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